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“Let us not speak of darker days; let us speak rather of sterner days.
These are not dark days; these are great days - the greatest days our country has ever lived...”

Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister (1874-1965)

Dear Friends,

Since | last wrote, there have been many changes and
exciting developments here at the State Capitol. One of the
greatest changes occurred only a few weeks ago when | was
selected to serve my fellow legislators as Deputy Majority
Leader. | look forward to working with all 66 members to
assist in service to the people of Minnesota. By diligently
working together, we can ensure that Minnesota continues
the move towards economic recovery.

Weeks have seemed to fly as we prepare for this new
legislative session. This past summer and fall, our caucus
has worked diligently to connect with the people of
Minnesota for feedback on the legislation passed in 2011 and
to listen to what they feel continues to need work. What we heard was a unanimous call to redesign the way our
state government works. So last week, Republicans in the Senate and House laid out our plan and priorities for the
2012 legislative sessiona s i R e fodhesmarezommon sense reforms that seek to make the government less
intrusive inour dailylivesand t o ensure that the government wol

I have included a sum
plan as well as links containing more detailed
information on this innovative agenda. Your thoughts
and concerns remain my highest priority, and my staff
and | are ready to assist you with any questions,
concerns, and comments as we begin this new year
and new session together.

Warm regards,

February 15 : Governor Dayton gives State of the State s peech in House Chamber
February 21 : District courts release redistricting plans

February 29: February Economic Forecast comes out

May 21 : Constitutional deadline for the MN Legislature to adjourn (Sine Die)
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Tentative 2012 Legislative Calendar 3
¢ January 24 :2012 Session convenes at noon.
: January 31 : Senate Tax Committee holds its first 2012 hearing :
: Follow the Tax Committee: http://www.senate.mn/committees/committee bio.php?cm te id=1019&Is =
: February : Precinct Caucuses :
: Click here to find out where to attend your precinct caucus: http://caucusfinder.sos.state.mn.us/ :



http://www.senate.mn/committees/committee_bio.php?cmte_id=1019&ls
http://caucusfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

M INNESOTA LEGISLATURE 2012AGENDA - REFORM 2.0

Reform 2.0 focuses on encouraging growth, reducing regulation, and creating opportunities in our
workforce and education system to strengthen our economy, benefit our citizens, and generate jobs.
Three areas are targeted in particular: Jobs and Economic Growth, Education and Health Care Reform,

and Reducing Government Cost.

Jobs and Economic Growth
0 Phase out and eliminate the business property tax.
0 Enhance the Angel Investment Tax Credit to spur

entrepreneurship and growth.

o Reform prevailing wage laws to lower the cost
of construction projects.

o Reform state laws to curtail lawsuit abuse.

Education and Health Care Reform

Be sure to check often for new
information, legislative
updates, and  to share your
comments . You can also track
developments via Facebook
and Twitter.

o Create greater budget flexibility for Minnesota school districts.
o Ensure educators and faculty are held accountable for student performance.

o Simplify insurance and health plan regulation

o Enhance privatization of public subsidized health care to improve care and payments to save money.
o Establish higher MFIP standards for welfare eligibility to mirror surrounding states.

Reduce the Cost of Government

o Equalize government pay and benefits with the private sector.

0 Require city and county government to present budget and spending information in an easy-to-
understand format designed to educate and engage citizens in local government spending decisions.

o Work with local government to provide relief by ending redundant and outdated mandates.

0 Fix problems encountered during the government shutdown.

0 Require the state budget to include federal insolvency contingency planning.

Additional information can be found at www.reform2.mn. | encourage you to check it out and keep me

SENATORORTMANNAMEDO EGISLATOR OF

THE YEARD
Las't mo-nt h, Senator  Ortnmn
the Yearo award from the N

(MLC) for her exceptional leadership during this.past session
and guiding.her committee to a successful conclusion after
one of the longest government shutdowns in-recent state

history. Each year, the
MLC Board selects
legislators who have
done significant work to
help advance legislative
priorities. Senator Ortman
was honored for recog-
nizing the problems with
the Market Value
Homestead Credit
program and her work to

pass a solution. You.can learn more about the MLC and their
2012 legislative priorities on their website at:
http://Aww:mlcmn.org/who- we are -1.html.

informed about your thoughts regarding these issues and others as the session continues.

STAY INFORMED

House Research has released two new reports
ahead of session: a January 2012 update brief on
the statewide business property tax, which
Republicans will look to phase out this year, and a
19-page documentlooking at automatic continuing
appropriations and government shutdowns.

(Please see below for links to both)

Statewide General Property Tax, Jan. 2012
Update:http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/fiscal/files/i

bStatewideGeneralPropertytax Jan12.pdf

MN House Appropriations and Shutdown
documenthttp://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/pubs

[contappr.pdf

In addition, due to efforts and fiscal discipline,
Mi nnesotabds projected
went from over $5 million last February to a
surplus of over $800 million in the November
forecast and an additional $62 million was added to
that estimate in the January update. You can find
both these forecasts on the MN Dept. of
Management and Budget (MMB) website:
http://www.mmb.state.mn.us/fin/fu.
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